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order to accomplish what we can do.
Our military should be used to protect
our national security interests, not
provide peacekeeping in areas without
strategic significance.

That kind of distinction will never
happen under the Clinton Administra-
tion. President Clinton does not have
the clarity of purpose of Ronald
Reagan. No walls will be torn down.
There is no Clinton Doctrine. There is
only a half-hearted attempt to justify
random acts under an artificial rubric
and a series of slogans. And our coun-
try is the worse for it. We should note
the fall of the Berlin Wall symbolizes
more than just a victory of liberty over
totalitarianism. It shows that armed
with a core philosophy, a coherent doc-
trine, and a lot of courage, there is no
limit to what we can accomplish.

———

ROMANIAN CHAIRMANSHIP OF
OSCE

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, as we
attempt to conclude our business for
this session of Congress, I wanted to
mention an important decision that
has just occurred in Istanbul. Mr.
President, as you know, Turkey is
hosting the annual summit of the Or-
ganization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE). Our President
was in attendance, and from reports,
this summit has been a robust forum
for debate.

Given recent history, it is impossible
to overstate the importance that the
OSCE might play in maintaining Eu-
rope’s peace and stability. It is the
only forum available where all the na-
tions of Europe meet to discuss Euro-
pean concerns. Clearly, the status of
European Security is more fluid at this
time then at any other in the last 40
years. Therefore, one of the very im-
portant decisions that the OSCE must
make at the Istanbul Summit, is who
will chair the OSCE in 2001.

I am very pleased to announce that
the OSCE has chosen the nation of Ro-
mania to undertake this important
leadership role. The United States and
several leading European nations had
advanced Romania’s candidacy, and I
believe that the OSCE has made a very
wise choice. Romania’s value as OSCE
chair derives from a number of factors.
First, Romania’s geostrategic position
places it in the heart of the region
where stability is needed most. Despite
lying at the crossroads of the Balkans,
the Caucasus, and European Russia,
Romania has managed to maintain ex-
cellent relations with all the parties.
The OSCE desperately needs leadership
that understands the problems of this
region, while having no vested interest
in any particular outcome. That is the
sort of leadership that only Romania
can bring to the table. Second, Roma-
nia is a role model for other Balkan na-
tions. The economic and political re-
forms that Romania has undertaken,
have not come easy—but that is part of
her attraction to the other nations of
the region. Romania’s experience dem-
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onstrates that if willing to make the
necessary sacrifices, democracy and a
liberalized economy are within reach.
Finally, Romania has a strong tradi-
tion of cooperation with this nation.
Our friendship has been formalized
through the 1997 Strategic Partnership,
as well as Romania’s vigorous partici-
pation in the Partnership for Peace.

Mr. President, Romanian chairman-
ship is a very positive harbinger for the
future of Europe, and for the future of
the Balkan Region. I congratulate the
OSCE for their excellent choice. I wish
Romania’s leadership the very best
wishes upon assuming this very
weighty responsibility. We look for-
ward to another session of productive
dialogue and meaningful diplomacy
upon their accession to the chairman-
ship.

———

THE 1999 STATE PARKS GOLD
MEDAL

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, today,
I rise with my colleague Senator MACK
to take a moment to recognize our
Florida state park system, which re-
cently received the prestigious 1999 Na-
tional State Parks Gold Medal from
the National Sports Foundation, Inc., a
part of the 25,000-member National
Sporting Goods Association. The State
Parks Gold Medal is awarded every
other year to the state park system
considered America’s best. We are
proud and honored that Florida’s state
park system, which includes 151 diverse
state parks throughout the state cov-
ering more than one-half million acres,
received this recognition in October at
the National Recreation and Park As-
sociation Annual Congress in Nash-
ville, Tennessee.

Congratulations to Governor Jeb
Bush, Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Secretary David
Struhs, and the Department’s Division
of Recreation and Parks Director, Fran
Mainella, on this achievement.

This nation’s state parks play a key
role in our society—they provide much
needed recreational opportunities to
Americans while protecting key re-
sources. These parks create the link
between our national parks, dedicated
specifically to protection of the re-
sources for which the park was created,
and our local parks, dedicated specifi-
cally to recreation. Without a strong
state park system, the resources in our
national parks will become stressed as
people seek to fill unmet recreational
needs. We are proud that the state of
Florida recognizes this connection, and
works to maintain a strong state park
system.

In honor of ‘““Florida’s State Parks—
Voted America’s Best,” Governor Bush
and the Florida Cabinet have des-
ignated Saturday, November 20 as a
‘“free day’’ when admission charges to
Florida state parks will be waived for
all visitors. We invite all of our col-
leagues to a free day in one or more of
America’s best state parks that day.

Thank you, Mr. President, for the op-
portunity to recognize these out-
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standing natural areas, preserved for-
ever for the enjoyment of this and fu-
ture generations.

———
NOMINATION OF JOSEPH E.
BRENNAN
Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, last

Wednesday, the Senate confirmed Gov-
ernor Joseph E. Brennan as a commis-
sioner on the Federal Maritime Com-
mission, and this week Governor Bren-
nan was sworn in for a term to expire
in 2003.

Governor Brennan, who formerly
served as a Member of Congress for
four years, where he was a member of
the House Merchant Marine and Fish-
eries Committee, and Governor of
Maine for eight years prior to that, is
eminently qualified to confront the
challenges facing the maritime com-
munity. With his broad experience at
both the state and federal level, Gov-
ernor Brennan is an outstanding choice
to serve as a Commissioner on the
FMC.

His service in Congress gave him
first-hand knowledge of federal mari-
time issues as a member of the House
Merchant Marine and Fisheries Com-
mittee that will be invaluable on the
Maritime Commission.

Established in 1961, the Federal Mari-
time Commission—FMC—is an inde-
pendent regulatory agency charged
with administering laws relating to
shipping and the waterborne domestic
and offshore commerce of the U.S.

The FMC’s jurisdiction encompasses
many facets of the maritime industry.
The Chairman and four Commissioners
of the FMC are responsible for pro-
tecting shippers, carriers and others
engaged in foreign commerce from re-
strictive rules and regulations of for-
eign governments and from the prac-
tices of foreign-flag carriers that have
an adverse effect on shipping in U.S.
trades. The FMC also reviews and mon-
itors agreements under shipping law,
reviews and approves or rejects tariff
filings, issues licenses for ocean freight
activities, administers passenger in-
demnity laws, reviews alleged or sus-
pected violations of shipping statutes,
and promulgates rules and regulations
on shipping laws.

The maritime sector is vitally impor-
tant to our economy, and the FMC’s re-
sponsibilities are fundamental to sus-
taining U.S. competitiveness in this
area.

As a Senator from Maine, a state
with a rich maritime heritage, I am
keenly aware that our nation has al-
ways been dependent upon the sea and
has thus enjoyed a rich maritime tradi-
tion. To this day, our merchant marine
remains an integral part of our culture
and our economy.

Today, one out of every six jobs in
the United States is marine related.
America’s ports support more than 95
percent of all our overseas foreign
trade, and within the U.S., more than
one billion tons of commercial cargo is
transported by ship each year. We must
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